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The Hope for Families Center embodies a heartfelt 
vision of hope and transformation for 
homeless families. Rather than simply 
offering shelter, we provide 
a structured, empowering 
environment where families 
are guided toward 
self‑sufficiency through 
education, employment 
support, financial literacy,  
and life‑skills training. 
Residents engage in  
goal-setting, budgeting 
courses, parenting classes, 
and career services, all 
coordinated by case managers 
who encourage sustainable 
growth. At its core, the Center 
fosters trusting relationships and a safe, 
stable environment offering three meals a 
day, clean accommodations, childcare support, and 
helping families restore dignity and confidence.

About The Hope for  
Families Center

Ending family homelessness requires a dual approach, 
investing in effective housing solutions today while 

implementing proactive prevention strategies for tomorrow.  
Together, these efforts lay the foundation for  

lasting change in our community.



A Year of Transformation 
Building Hope, Expanding Impact

Marty Mercado
Executive Director

WOMEN OF HOPE 

Dear Friend,  
 
This past year has been one of the most transformative in 
our history at The Hope for Families Center. What began as 
a vision to meet the growing needs of families experiencing 
homelessness in our community is now becoming a reality. 
Thanks to your generosity, advocacy, and unwavering belief 
in our mission, we are proud to share that all three buildings 
of our long-awaited expansion was completed at the end of 
December 2025. 
This expansion has doubled our capacity, adding 20 
emergency shelter rooms and nine transitional apartments. 
That means more children will sleep in a safe, comfortable 
bed. More parents will receive the tools they need to rebuild 
their lives. And more families will finally find the stability and 
opportunity they deserve. 
Over the past fiscal year, we served 192 individuals—120 of 
whom were children. These families have faced unimaginable 
challenges, from the trauma of displacement to the 
uncertainty of not knowing where they would sleep tomorrow. 
Yet time and again, they’ve shown remarkable resilience: 
parents returning to school, securing employment, and 
children thriving socially and academically. 
This transformation would not be possible without our 
dedicated staff, who work tirelessly to meet the daily needs 
of our residents, or without the steady leadership of our 
Board of Directors. We are also deeply grateful to our 
Capital Campaign Steering Committee, whose passion and 
determination helped bring this vision to life. 
 
Thank you for standing with us. You have helped build more 
than just buildings—you’ve built a foundation of hope that will 
transform lives for generations to come. 
 
 
With deep gratitude, 
Marty Mercado 
Executive Director

Looking forward, we are 
planting the seeds for a 
more profound impact.  In 
November, we launched 
Women of Hope, a new 
advocacy group made up 
of women in our community 
who are passionate about 
creating change for families 
facing housing instability.  
These women will use 
their voices, networks, 
and leadership to raise 
awareness, influence policy, 
and champion solutions 
that address the root cause 
of family homelessness.  
Advocacy is a vital part of 
our mission, and Women 
of Hope will help ensure 
that our work goes beyond 
shelter toward long-tern, 
systematic change. 
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2024-2025 
Accomplishments

This year, The Hope for Families 
Center made extraordinary 
progress in the fight against 
family homelessness. From 
expanding our shelter to 
doubling our capacity, 
to helping parents gain 
employment and children 
thrive, every milestone 
reflects our unwavering 
commitment to making 
homelessness rare, brief, and  
non-recurring in our community.

100%
Child  

residents
of children  
enrolled in 

school 

100% ALL 



 
 
 
Nyki’s upbeat personality offers no hint of the 
hardships she has endured. Her journey is a 
testament to the resilience of the human spirit and 
the power of compassionate support. 
 
Growing up, Nyki experienced an unstable 
childhood marked by the turbulence of her 
parents’ relationship. The idea of a secure home 
was foreign to her, and as she transitioned into 
adulthood, that instability followed. A traumatic 
event—being sexually assaulted by someone she 
trusted left her reeling. Struggling to cope, she 
turned to alcohol and substance use. 
 
Nyki then learned she was pregnant with her son, 
Kristian. Within hours of Kristian’s delivery, Nyki 
faced the heartbreak of child welfare workers 
taking him into foster care. 
 
Determined to change the course of her life, Nyki 
enrolled in CRC’s Families in Transition program, 
which allowed her to start recovery while remaining 
with her child. After seven months, she regained 
full custody of Kristian. 
 
Her recovery journey led her to The Hope for 
Families Center, where she found safe housing, 
structured support, and the tools to build a more 
stable life. Today, Nyki is 19 months sober. She 
works at Walmart, has purchased a vehicle, pays 
her bills responsibly, and is committed to creating a 
better future for herself and her son. 
 
Nyki’s journey is far from over, but she faces each 
day with courage and conviction. With support 
from her case manager and staff at HFC, Nyki is 
creating the stability she always longed for, with 
her greatest motivation being Kristian.  
 
At The Hope for Families Center, stories like 
Nyki’s are not exceptions—they are the reason 
we exist. Thanks to the support of our donors and 
community partners, families like hers can move 
from crisis to stability, from despair to hope.

Nyki & Kristian
RESILIENCE • DEVOTION • HOPE



 
The 2024–2025 year has 
been one of incredible 
transformation for The Hope 
for Families Center. Thanks 
to the unwavering support 
of our donors, partners, and 
community, we are proud 
to report  that our Capital 
Campaign has been a success. 
 
 
 
We have raised nearly $6 

million and these funds have directly fueled the 
expansion project that will allow us to serve significantly 
more families in need. Construction has progressed 
smoothly and is now complete. With the finish 
line crossed, we are preparing to fill 20 brand-new 
emergency shelter rooms and 9 transitional apartments.  
This expansion will more than double our capacity, 
meaning that up to 50 families will soon be living 
on The Hope for Families Center’s campus. These 
new living spaces are more than just rooms; they 
represent stability, dignity, and a critical step toward 
independence for families facing homelessness.  
 
The success of this project underscores the power of 
community-driven change. We are deeply grateful to 
everyone who contributed to this campaign because 
your belief in our mission has made this transformation 
possible. As we look to the future, The Hope for 
Families Center remains committed to providing not 
just shelter, but comprehensive supportive services 
that empower families to rebuild their lives. With 
expanded facilities and increased capacity, we are 
better positioned than ever to break the cycle of 
homelessness in our community.  
 
Thank you for standing with us and investing in a 
stronger, more hopeful future for families in crisis.

The Power of Community 
Capital Campaign Update  

9 TRANSITIONAL 
APARTMENTS

20 EMERGENCY  
SHELTER ROOMS 

Lindsey Kross 
Director of Development 

ADMINISTRATION  
OFFICES



COMMUNITY PILLARS  
$20,000-$49,999 

Bruce & Lee Albro  
Al & Angela Phillips Diaz  
Tom & Cheryle Mackie 

McCabe Family Foundation 
Steve & Susan Kross 

Richard Oehme
Andrew & Anita Salzberg 
David & Christine Smith
Julie & Michael Wright 

COMPASSION PARTNERS  
$5,000-$19,999 

Joe & Mary Collins
Cecilia Crippen 

Leo & Diane Dilling
Sandy & Randy Divine
Rene & Alice Donars

Dan & Michele  Downey
Drewett Family Fund 
Judy O’Keefe Drexel 
Richard & Pat Fava 
Sandra & Ed How 

Toby Hynes  
David & Amy Johnson  

Allen & Ann Jones 
Lynn Judge

Lenox Foundation 
Kevin Madden 
Carol Mahony 

Brian & Kim Robbins 
Susan & Larry Salustro 

Dick Sameth 
Susan & Larry Sheehan

Dr. Richard & Betsy Tompkins
Doug & Duhanne Tansill

VISIONARIES OF CHANGE  
$5,000 & Below  

 
Lynn Bradstreet 

Jim & Terry Byrnes
Paul & Catherine Cahn
Doug & Marilyn Case 
Scott & Maureen Cox 

Guy & Phyllis Fritts 
Patti Henderson  
Susan Jennings 

Chet & Pat Kaletkowski 
Ferd & Cindy Kelley 

Josh & Marty Mercado 
Dawn Morton

John & Judy Orcutt 
Betty Ann Rubinow 

Sauserman Family Fund 
David & Sarah Scaife 
Susan Watson Scully  

David & Heidi Sommers
Melissa & Ryan Weaver  

Sharon Wolf  
Youth on a Mission

LEGACY BUILDERS  
500,000+ 

 
John’s Island Community Foundation 

Bill & Marlynn Scully 
Sue Scully 

Warren & Virginia Schwerin  
 

HOPE CHAMPIONS  
$200,000-$499,999 

Steve Allsop 
Anonymous 

Joan DeCrane 
Schooner Foundation 

 

FUTURE SHAPERS  
$100,000-$199,999 

Marybeth & Chuck Cunningham  
John Childs  

Andrew & Sheila Kostanecki 
Paula L’Esperance

Sheila & George Marshall  
David & Susan Pyles 
Sandy & Randy Rolf 
Bill & Louise Schmitt 
Ralph & Millie Young 

 

FAMILY ADVOCATES  
$50,000-$99,000 

 
Bob & Emilie Burr 

Dr. Bill Cooney
Lawrence & Norma Noesen 

 

This project is proof that when a community believes 
in dignity and opportunity real and lasting change 
happens. Every brick laid and every room built is a 
testament to the compassion and commitment of 
those who chose to invest in brighter futures. 
 
From all of us at The Hope for Families Center and 
from the many families whose lives will be forever 
changed, thank you for believing in the power of 
hope.

 
Thank 
 You 
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         Fundraising  

75.10% 10.73%    17.17%

PROGRAM SERVICESADMINISTRATION

FUNDRAISING

Funding Futures



Chuck Cunningham
President 

Al Diaz
Vice President

Bruce Albro 
Treasurer

Anita Salzberg
Secretary

Board of Directors
The Board of Directors of The Hope for Families Center plays a vital role in 

advancing our mission to make family homelessness rare, brief, and  
non-recurring. Their leadership and unwavering commitment help ensure that 
families in crisis receive the support they need to achieve lasting stability and 

independence. We are truly grateful for their guidance, dedication, and service.

Scott Cox Dan Downey Dave Johnson Bill Schmitt

Dick Tompkins Carole Ybanez Millie Young

2024-2025



 
50,000 AND OVER  
 
Bruce & Lee Albro 
Steve Allsop 
Joan DeCrane 
DSF Foundation  
Indian River County 
Indian River Hospital District 
Sheila Kostanecki 
Steve & Judy Martin 
Patricia J. Pierce
Bill & Louise Schmitt
Schooner Foundation 
Bill & Marlynn Scully
Sue Scully
Ralph & Millie Young

25,000 - 50,000 
 
John Childs
Community  Fund 
Corbett Foundation 
Marybeth & Chuck Cunningham
DSF Foundation 
Bernard A. Egan Foundation Inc. 
Grand Harbor Community Outreach 
Susan F. & Steve Kross 
Lawrence R. & Norma Noesen 
Leo & Peggy Pierce Family Foundation 
Plansoen Trust 
David Retik 
Randy & Sandy Rolf

10,000 -24,999 
 
Steven & Carol Argosy
The Community Church of Vero Beach
Bill Cooney
Al & Angela Phillips Diaz
Judith O’Keefe Drexel
Dyer Suburu
Fran Gilson
Richard & Vicki Hammer
Head Heart & Hands of Indian River Club
Holy Cross Catholic Church
The Lenox Foundation
Thomas & Cheryle Mackie
J. Kevin Madden
Rick Oehme Foundation
Jake Owen Foundation
Constance Pitcher
PNC Foundation
Quail Valley Charities, Inc.
Larry J. Salustro
Andrew & Anita Salzberg
Richard Sameth
Warren & Virginia Schwerin
Susan R. Sheehan Charitable Fund 
David & Christine Smith 
Elizabeth Smith
Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council
Michael & Julie Wright 
 
 

5,000 - $9,999 

Frannie Atchison 
Barkett Family Foundation 
John  & Abaco Binkley
Marilyn Brinkman
Carole Brown
Bucks Creek Foundation 
Burr Family Foundation
Camp Younts Foundation 
William & Patricia Chambers
Diane Dilling
Rene & Alice Donars
Keith & Helen Drewett
Patricia Eckerd
Richard & Pat Fava
Sandra How
Toby N. Hynes
David Johnson
Alan & Ann Jones
Lynn Judge
Sandra Kahle 
L & G Foundation
Sheila & George Marshall
Timothy McDonald
McKeen Fund 
Ron & Carol Mettam
Richard Oehme
Bob Peirce
Proctor Construction 
Drew & Kathy Rankin Family
Brian & Kim Robbins 
Mary Simon Streep 
Frederick Taylor
Dick & Betsy Tompkins 
 
2,500 - 4,999 

Anne and Dan 32963
Colin & Alison Bailey
Stephen M. Bailey & Lucia H. Bailey Foundation
Mike Bobal
Emilie Brady
Russell Burke
Paul V. & Catherine  Cahn
Les & Suzanne Carter
George G. & Mary Collins
Scott & Maureen Cox
Edward & Sherry Ann Dayton
Dan & Linda Downey III
Edlund, Dritenbas, Binkley Architects
William & Susan Friesell
Tom & Patricia Gleason
Lynn Green
Bonnie Hayes
Douglas & Jennifer Lewis
Carol Mahony
Susan Marquis
Roberta Miller
James Mitchell
James A. & Susan Parsons
Gerald Pierone
Peter & Tricia Post
Bob & Nancy Puff
Barbara S. Rigby
John M. & Emily Scully

Life Changing contributors 
 to our operating fund 

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 



Susan Watson Scully
Doug & DuhaneTansill
Anne Wallace
George E. Warren Corporation
Gary A. & Beverly Zell
Zumiez Foundation
 
 
1,000 - 2,499 
 
Michael Ashton 
Marila Beatty
Mariclare N. Beggy
Scott & Debbie Bell
Ned & Jill Benedict
Lee & Suzanne Bertman
Patrick R. Boney
Barbara A. Bornheimer Revocable Trust
Fredric & Lynn Byrnes
Kathleen M. Catanzaro
Central Florida East Coast Charities, Inc.
David R. & Lorene Cerchie
The Chicago Community Foundation
Christ By the Sea, United Methodist Church
Dorothy E. Connolly
Thomas L Corr Jr.
Steve & Kathleen Corrick
Gene & Jean Cravens
Jeffrey R. & Pamela Dare
Frank & Sarah DeFino
Patricia Deford
Marianne Doherty
Todd & Cynthia Doolan
Chris & Ellen Dunn 
Thyra Elliott
Exchange Club of Indian River
Daniel Featherston
First Presbyterian Church
Kate Freeman
Mary P. Graves Fund
Jay & Toni Gallagher
Don & Barbara Gervais
Kathryn Glen
H & J IRCF Fund
Cecil & Marlene Hornbaker
Barbie Horton
I.R. Alumnae Assn. of Kappa Kappa Gamma
Dale F. & Betty Jacobs
Susan Jennings
Robin Jones
The Kane Family Fund
Theresa B. Kilman
Jack & Cynthia LaMothe
Susan Lawson
Chuck & Mary Susan Lyon
Baxter H. Maffett
Richard B. & Ruth Ann Marchese
James & Priscilla Morphy
Bill & Dawn Morton
Catherine Muir
Mark R. & Patricia Mulvoy
Edward & Christine Murphy
Robert Martin Nitram Foundation
Michael Paterson
Donald Patterson
Jeffrey Petersen
Michael Pierce
PNC Private Bank
David & Susan Pyles
Matthew & Dorothy Reiser
Robert  & Joan Rubinstein
David Ryan
David & Sara Scaife
Mary Jo D. Schaffer
Richard Schlitt

John & Kathleen Simpson
Gerri M. Smith
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Robert Lockwood Solley Foundation
David & Heidi  Sommers
John Tompkins
Michael W. & Carol Ann Toner
Doug Torborg
William & Jane Watts
Welsh Family Foundation, Inc.
Carolyn Wilhoit
Woody & Jean Williams

999 - 500 
 
Bradford Allinson
Marie Andress
Jay & Judy Anglada
Desmond & Patricia Barry
Richard A. Bennett
William & Barbara Berls
Block & Scarpa
Andrew & Cynthia Boniface
Joseph Bova
Raymond Brophy
Maria Camacho
Douglas M. & Marilyn Case
William & Patricia Chambers
Jennifer Cole
Larry & Marge Collins
Michael A. Connolly
Margaret Corley
John & Betsy Crosby
Donna Davis
Dan G.  & Michele C. Downey Jr.
Nancy Edwards
Marie Ek
Chuck & Kathy Entrekin
Barrie T. Fahey
Charles S. & Marcia Foresman
Robert Formisano
Margot Funke
Phyllis Gardiner
Gould Cooksey Fennell, PLLC
Anita & Carl Gutschick
Barbara Hayes
Kevin Hedberg
Patti Henderson
Janet Hill
Susie Kasten
Ferd & Cindy Kelley
Jeremy King
Frances Kirkpatrick
Mark J. Kuhlman
Joseph L. & Holly Lentini
Dee Locke
Darin & Kristen Lockwood
Marshall Family Charitable Foundation
Diane McGinn
Wesley Mills
Marilee Mintzer
Allen S. Morton
Velayudhan Nair
Carol Newman
John D. & Judy Orcutt 
John Pearse
Patricia Petersen
Jeff & Stephanie Pickering
Charles & Wendy  Reavis
Mike Ribaudo
Rossway Swan
Francisco & Mary San Miguel
John & Wendy Schlosser
Monica Shotwell



$499 and under  
 
Laurie W. Adams
Nancy Alderman
Thomas W. Allen
James & Judith Balph
Edward & Jill Benedict
Deborah K. Benjamin
Louise Bernier
Barbara Bertolami
Richard T. Blake
James Bliesner
Lenore S. Blum
Bill Boland
Andrew & Cynthia Boniface
Patricia Boone
Lynne Bradstreet
Richard E. & Lora Bremer
Lisa C. Bridge
Mary S. Brown
Sally Bryan
Richard & Patricia Burgoon
John C. Ludington II
Keli Callahan
Leo & Silvia Cancio
George Carroll
Mark & Mary Castlow
David & Julie Chesley
Kathleen & Richard Chiacchierini
Mary Chytil
Mary J. Cieslewski
Joseph E. Coakley
Judith A. Coakley
Bernie & Carol Coffin
Linda E. Combs
Robert G. Jo Ann Connolly
Carol Corbett
Bill & Cathy Cronin
Timothy & Penny J. Cutler
Rick Daniels
Susan L. Darcy
Joseph DeGioia
Donna DeLuca
Diane Leadley McNeill
Angela Phillips Diaz
Sandy Divine
Michele Downey
Dr. Douglas & Mariruth Webster Charitable Fund
Jean Driscoll
Sasan Rohani & Parisa Erfani
Fairlane Harbor HOA
AI-Tek Family
Robert G. & Sue Ann Fenimore
Adrian Fernandez
Jim & Randye  Finigan
Daniel & June Fitzgerald
Ivan Richard & Donna Florian
Marcia Floyd
Foxy Ladies of Heron Cay
Lyn C. Frates
Kate Freeman
Nancy B. Freiheit 
Guy & Phyllis Fritts
Mary Fry
Mayra Cardenas Galvez
GFWC Women
Nancy Grabenhorst
Patricia Grady
Susan K. Grigg

Charles & Barbara Gulino
Donald & Monique Hanson
Denise J. Hegener
Maureen K. Hill
Mary Beth Homer
Cynthia Hurst
Frank Iodice
Frank Isele
The Italian-American Club
Toby Jarman
Mark Jaylerner
Sara S. Jenkins
David Johnston
Marcus Joyner
Chet & Pat Kaletowski
Russ & Sidney Kalher
Carol Kalita
Joyce Kashawlic
Ferd & Cindy Kelley
Kevin M. & Barbara Kelly
Brenda Kelsey
Peggy King
Rayme Knuckles
Andrea Kornowski
Ed Koscher
John W. & Elizabeth Kozak
David K. & Kathleen Krulewitz
Wanda W. Lincoln
Janet Lipscomb
Living Lord Evangelical Lutheran Church Inc.
Alex Mac William III
Brendan MacDougall
Richard & Deborah Markum
Ann O. Martin
Peggy Martin
Jim Mason
Matthew & Susan McAndrew
MaryEllen McCarthy
Hugh & Ann Marie McCrystal
Richard & Susan McSorley
Wendy W. Megroz
Ellen Mello
Lauren Michaels
Timothy Miller
Mary Ann Miskel
Pat Monaghan
Patrick Henry Monaghan
Shirley Moore
Patricia Moynihan
Daniel & Beverly Murtha
Elizabeth S. Osborne
Heather O’Shea
Shawna Pennell
Sheryl-Lynne Peterson
Sandra B. Pike
Roxanne Plucinsky
Ronald & Gaye Poness
Louise B. Porter
Deborah O. Potter
Susan K. Powell Wilbanks
Michael & Heather Rand
Greg & Katie Reader
Robert & Toby Reisman
Mary W. Rianhard
Mike & Lucille Ribaudo
Bruce & Mary Rinehart
William S. Ringler
Jerry Roberts
Joe C. Roberts



 

 
In 2024-2025 

The Hope for Families Center  

humbly accepted donations  

In Memory of:  

 

Leo Dilling 

Cletus Gilson  

Bob Hartmann 

Jacquie Hill

Therese Kenneally 

David Progar  

THANK YOU

 
 
 
 

To celebrate significant  
milestones and holidays and to 
honor generous commitments,  
The Hope for Families Center  

has gratefully accepted  
donations made  

 
In Honor of: 

Carol Mahony 
Sue Scully  

 

Shawna Pennell
Sheryl-Lynne Peterson
Sandra B. Pike
Roxanne Plucinsky
Ronald & Gaye Poness
Louise B. Porter
Deborah O. Potter
Susan K. Powell Wilbanks
Michael & Heather Rand
Greg & Katie Reader
Robert & Toby Reisman
Mary W. Rianhard
Mike & Lucille Ribaudo
Bruce & Mary Rinehart
William S. Ringler
Jerry Roberts
Joe C. Roberts
Erin Robinson
Kenneth Rocke
Elaine Rogers
Jean M. Rohs
Mary Elizabeth Ross
Betty Ann Rubinow
Ilona Sandrey
Mike Sawyer
Patricia Seely
Diane Shaw
Smith College Club  
Bonnie C. Spitzmiller
Mary-Jane H. Stanton
Gloria J. Stephenson
Gail Stewart
Robert Stocker
Liliana Stojanov
Charles Stump
Betsy M. Swanhaus
Nancy LTalley
Kathleen Tarazi
Stanley Thomas
Susan Till
Tamara Tompkins
Carol A. Turner
James Uhles
United Way 2019
Richard T. & Joanne Vacca
Vero Beach Lodge No. 250 F&AM
Village Green-Poinciana Club
David F. Vogt
Patricia H. Walsh
Jacqueline Walsh
Jim & Donna Waterston
William & Jane Watts
Larry & Diane Wilhelm
Michael A. Wirsing



 
 
 

Stephen M. & Lucia H. Bailey  
Family Foundation 

Becker Family Foundation

Blair Family Trust

Burr Family Foundation

Carol & Thomas Corr Family Foundation

Drewett Family Fund

Duggal Family Charitable Fund

Hamner Family Charitable Fund

Luther Family Foundation

Robert Martin Nitram Foundation

Rick Oehme Foundation 

Pierce Family Foundation Inc. 

Leo & Peggy Pierce Family Foundation 

Potter Family Fund

Rubel Family Foundation

C&D Smith Family Fund

Robert Lockwood Solley Foundation

Pledging Foundation

FROM YOUR 
FAMILY TO 

OURS 



PLANSOEN
FOUNDATION

WE THANK ALL OF OUR 
DEDICATED GRANTORS



720 4th Street, Vero Beach, FL 32962 www.hopeforfamiliescenter.org

772-567-5537


